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Empowering Women, Inspiring Inclusion  

Meet Aisha, an entrepreneur and the owner of Books Beyond
Words, she started her journey to self-employment through our
training program “Rising Together: Muslim Women
Entrepreneurs”. During the training, Aisha discovered her passion
for entrepreneurship and soon opened her bookstore in a town
where there was a need for Islamic books.

Aisha’s story continues to inspire other Muslim
women entrepreneurs and highlights CMW’s mission
to empower racialized women through skills
development to achieve their economic potential.
We are so pleased to be part of Aisha’s journey to
economic independence and wish her the best! 

Sepideh, a dedicated volunteer and a long-time member of
CMW, connected with CMW through attending one of our
events. The strong sense of belonging that Sepideh felt while
attending CMW’s events inspired her to join CMW as a
volunteer and as a member. Over the years, Sepideh has
contributed innumerable volunteer hours to CMW events,
such as Taste of Ramadan, Tea and Tales, and the Radiant
Ladies Night. She has also inspired many other newcomer
women from the local Iranian community to join CMW as
volunteers and members. 

Sepideh is a natural bridge builder. While working at Schlegel Villages Senior Resident
Retirement Home, Sepideh initiated a partnership between the retirement home and CMW
for Give 30 Ramadan Drive and spreading joy during at Christmas by gifting chocolates and
sweet treats to seniors. 

For her volunteerism and dedication to serving the community, Sepideh received the Leading
Women, Building Communities Award in 2024.

Economic Inclusion

Social Inclusion

The course helped me organize my
business. It covered everything
business plans, budgets, taxes, setting
goals and gave me a great chance to
network.

Participant - Training Rising Together 
Aisha 

“Volunteering with the CMW was a great way to build relationships in the community. I have also
learned several different skills that are necessary to succeed in life, including leadership,
organization skills, building community relations, communication and finding role models.”

Member and volunteer 
Sepideh
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Together Against Islamophobia
(TAI) 

24 37735906
people reached
through TAI
program

Muslim women
trained for CMW’s
Tea and Tales
program

Training sessions
delivered

People received
training from
CMW

What does Together Against Islamophobia do? 

We offer dynamic programming that focuses on Bridge Building, Advocacy, and Training
to combat anti-Islamophobia, along with Education through Outreach and Awareness
initiatives, and comprehensive Anti-Hate services.

Through TAI, CMW provided key Muslim Cultural Sensitivity Training across
municipalities, non-profits, and mental health settings, empowering local
organizations to serve Muslim communities inclusively. Our Tea and Tales sessions
provided a supportive environment for Muslim women to connect and share their
stories, while awareness sessions in WRDSB schools helped build inclusivity and
cultural understanding among students and staff. These initiatives have
strengthened community ties and advanced our mission of combating
Islamophobia.

B
Bridge-Building

A
Advocacy

T
Training

E
Education

Empower Muslim
Community

TAI TRAININGS



Very kind and generous. I didn’t know anything
about Sudan, for example. But I didn’t feel
judged or put down instead I was generously led
into discussion and education.”

Our Brave Circles session brought together an inspiring group who openly explored
meaningful questions about Islam and Muslims. The format encouraged thoughtful
discussions, allowing participants to ask pressing questions in a supportive
environment.

Tea and Tales - Sudanese table 
Attendee

Bridge-Building Activities

Tea and Tales with Muslim Women 

Community Iftar 

Ramadan and Islamic Heritage Month Events 

The team hosted three Tea and Tales
events—CMW’s unique Culture Cafe,
where Muslim women from diverse
backgrounds, including Sudan, Turkey,
and Pakistan, came together to share
their stories over delicious ethnic dishes
and traditional beverages with a
candid conversation.

The Community Iftar united friends, family, and neighbors in a joyful celebration of
unity and shared cultural heritage. Guests indulged in a delightful array of traditional
dishes, fostering a sense of togetherness and strengthening the bonds that make our
community truly special.

The  gatherings beautifully showcased the richness of our cultural heritage, fostering a
deep sense of unity and pride among all attendees. These events were a celebration of
our traditions, bringing the community together in joy and reflection.

Brave Circles

Together Against Islamophobia
(TAI) 



Towards Violence Free Homes
(TVFH)

Live Chat Tool

TVFH Website

In 2023, TVFH reached exciting milestones by launching its dedicated website and
training seven passionate volunteer agents to engage with visitors via our live chat
tool, enhancing accessibility and support for our community.

The TVFH program has launched an exciting
new website at cmw-tvfh.ca to empower
Muslim, racialized, and marginalized women
with crucial information on gender-based
violence (GBV). Available in Arabic, Turkish,
Urdu, Farsi, and English, it ensures support is
accessible to all!

The live chat tool, available Monday to Friday
from 10 am to 4 pm, allows visitors to engage
directly with trained agents in multiple
languages for information, community
resources, or connections to CMW Community
support workers  providing essential support
for newcomers and those facing language or
technological challenges. Since the website’s
soft launch, this feature has facilitated over
100 meaningful interactions, underscoring its
value in supporting those seeking assistance.

54688 65146
Sessions were
delivered 

TVFH team worked
closely with DV
survivors

Community
center programs

Unique community
members and
women been served

https://cmw-tvfh.ca/


Towards Violence Free Homes (TVFH)

The Towards Violence-Free Homes
(TVFH) program builds on the
foundation of the Culturally Integrative
Family Safety Response (CIFSR)
initiative, playing a vital role in
supporting Muslim and racialized
women, girls, and families affected by
gender-based violence. By connecting
Violence Against Women (VAW)
agencies with Muslim communities in
the Waterloo region, TVFH addresses
the unique challenges these groups
face, ensuring culturally responsive
support is accessible.

Thanks to the incredible efforts of the TVFH team and the generosity of our
funders, we successfully delivered 146 engaging sessions to the community,
reaching those in need with vital support and resources.

Total Number of People Served

This year, TVFH strengthened partnerships with mainstream organizations gender-
based violence survivors and collaborated with ethnocultural and faith-based
groups to enhance inclusive services for gender-based violence survivors.

172 237 325211 122
Arabic
Speaking

Black/
African

Turkish
Speaking

Dari/Farsi/
Pashto

Urdu/Hindi/
Punjabi



These trainings equip racialized women for
leadership roles. In 2023, we partnered with
Capacity Canada for two governance
sessions and two leadership sessions by
expert speakers, benefiting 20 participants
with support from Women and Gender
Equality Canada.

Women Building Women (WBW)

Collaborative
Efforts

Leadership and Board Governance Training

As part of the "Let’s Move" project, 114
activities have been completed this year.
In December alone, eight events took
place at locations like St. Jacobs Farmers
Market, Fairview Mall, Geo Time Trail, and
Iron Horse Trail.

Let’s Move

During Peace Week in Canada, CMW
hosted a community potluck at Victoria
Park, exploring"What Peace Means to
Them?" This gathering sparked
meaningful discussions, strengthened
connections, and highlighted the
importance of peace in our diverse
community.

Peace week



Our incredible volunteers and staff geared up
for an exciting night at the Canada Hockey
Game, as The Food Bank of Waterloo Region
and Hockey Canada needed our support to
make it a win for our community! 

Women Building Women (WBW)

Volunteering at Hockey Canada

Funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, we successfully delivered six modules
to 30 racialized Muslim women. Sessions were focused on personal branding ,
hiring, entrepreneurship, business registration, digital marketing and
communication- conflict management, all with expert input from various local
speakers and various organizations.

Thrive: An Employment Training Program For Muslim Women 

Advocacy

In March 2023, we celebrated International Women’s Day by hosting an event
attended by 80 guests that highlighted the success of women entrepreneurs. The
gathering provided a space for women to share stories, network, and connect across
cultures, fostering empowerment and inspiration

International Women’s Day Celebration



CMW Annual Community Picnic was held at Waterloo Park and was attended by
about 350 plus people from the community. The community had a great time
making new friends and enjoying the bazaar, sports and fun activities. Thanks to
everyone who came out and made the day special. 

Women Building Women (WBW)
Annual Picnic

We celebrated our last cohort of the Taste Kitchen culinary program in partnership with
Conestoga College last summer. Over six weeks, 12 Muslim women honed their cooking
and teamwork skills. We wish and look forward to seeing all graduates to  achieve
economic success through the skills they've gained.

Conestoga College School of Hospitality and Culinary Arts 

Last year’s Eid al-Fitr celebration was a joyful
event, bringing the community together for
fun games, activities, and a delicious dinner.
Families connected in a warm, inclusive
atmosphere, thanks to the generous support
of our sponsors.

Eid Celebration



Youth Chill Day event
Attendee

In June 2023, CMW released the first Muslim
Youth Needs Assessment for Waterloo Region,
highlighting the needs and experiences of
Muslim youth express their perspectives,
values, and encounters, particularly well-being
matters.

YL4C hosted a fantastic youth iftar event
that drew a crowd of over 70 enthusiastic
attendees! The gathering featured contests,
games, and opportunities for spiritual
connection. 

Youth Leaders 4 Change (YL4C)
Muslim Youth Needs Assessment 

Youth Iftar 

YL4C wrapped up 2023 with a screening of the
movie "Purple Don't Cry," followed by a
discussion led by director Mamoun Hassan.
This gathering offered over 50 youth the
chance to delve into themes surrounding
identity and narrative construction. 

Film Screening

Youth Chill Day was an amazing event filled with art,
creativity, and connection. Participants expressed
their feelings through art. The event provided a safe
and creative space for youth to share their emotions. 

Youth Chill Day event

Encouragement

It was fun! I enjoyed painting
and learned new facts about
mental health

Scan to read
the Report 



Anti-Hate Services (AHS)
In 2023, the Coalition of Muslim Women's Anti-Hate Services Program led significant initiatives
to promote inclusivity and combat hate. Key events included a vigil on June 6th to honor the
Afzaal Family, attended by 140 people from diverse backgrounds. The program also launched
the reportinghate.ca website and released the second Annual Snapshot of Hate report.
Outreach efforts expanded to marginalized communities, including Afghan, Turkish, Arab,
Black African, Asian, Jewish groups, and new immigrants. 

The program updated its materials to address emerging issues like Antisemitism and
collaborated with the Waterloo Region Jewish Community Council.

Vigil on June 6th to honor the Afzaal Family, which
was attended by 140 individuals from diverse
communities. The vigil featured speakers
representing different backgrounds, including
interfaith leaders. Concurrently, the program
launched its new website for reportinghate.ca and
shared and published the 2nd Annual Report of
2022, detailing a snapshot of hate.

Honouring the Afzaal Family

23136 3492 2558
Total outreach
numbers

Total number
of participants

Total numbers for
one-on-one
support 

Presentations/
Education
Session

Total number of
AHS cases
received 



Over the course of 2022, a total of 97 unique
incidents were reported through the Hate or
Discrimination Documentation and Reporting
Service operated by CMW. The breakdown of
reporting showed that 34 informants chose to
report anonymously on the website; whereas 63
choose to report in ways that connected them to
staff at CMW.

Snapshot of Hate in Waterloo
Region – Second Annual Report

39%65% 48%35% 15%
Reports that
came through
the website

Other meansIn person Did not discloseReports that were
recorded through
connecting with
CMW staff

Phone/Text 
519-722-2449

Website 
reportinghate.ca

Email 
report@cmw-kw.org

WhatsApp 
519-722-2449

Report in person at CMW head office at 79 Joseph St, Kitchener or connect
with CMW staff at any of their various community programming and
events locations.

Report In Person

Reporting through the Hate or Discrimination
Documentation and Reporting Service (CMW)



Advocacy Highlights

National Day of Remembrance of the Quebec City
Mosque

Amira Elghawaby Visit

CMW hosted a townhall with Waterloo Region Police Services and the community
on January 29, which is the National Day of Remembrance of the Quebec City
Mosque and Day of Action against Islamophobia. The townhall was aimed at
providing a platform for community members to ask questions directly the WRPS
Chief and staff about action plans to counter Islamophobia 

CMW hosted Amira Elghawaby, Canada’s Special Representative to Combat
Islamophobia for a meeting with local leaders to discuss Waterloo Region’s
strategy and readiness to counter Islamophobia. 



Amendment of Region of Waterloo’s Code of Conduct ByLaw: TAI staff worked
with Region of Waterloo staff to develop a proposed amendment to the Code of
Use Bylaw that would prohibit hateful behavior on Regional property. 

The bylaw amendment was passed in October 2023. CMW was instrumental in
recommending this amendment, based on their recommendations to counter
Islamophobia after the murders of the Azaal family in London in 2021. 

The CMW extended this to include not just anti-Muslim hate, but to apply to all the
17 protected grounds from the Ontario Human Rights Code. 

Advocacy Highlights

Advocacy

Region of Waterloo’s Code of Conduct Bylaw

Press conference with NCCM to highlight the racist assault faced by TAI coordinator
Mifrah Abid at the Kitchener Drive Test Center.

CMW, in collaboration with Porchlight Counselling Services developed and delivered a
6-hour training to Mental Health Practitioners from across Waterloo Region. 
CMW’s Standardization Project: The TAI team is aiming to copyright/ trademark and
standardize CMW’s trainings which are developed in-house. 

Advocacy for the Drive Test Center

Strengthening Community Safety Collaborative Efforts



CMW in the Community

CMW at the Ramadan- Eid Bazaar
Our staff member was invited to speak about CMW's
services at the Grand Ramadan Eid Bazaar, held at
Dunbar Masjid. We also hosted a booth, where we
connected with dozens of new community members.
The event featured a vibrant array of jewellry,
clothing, henna, kids’ activities, food, and more, while
we raised awareness, and build new relationships.

We are so grateful for the opportunity to
attend various Iftaar events hosted by
incredible organizations and groups like Al
Falah Islamic Centre Kitchener, Muslim Social
Services of Kitchener Waterloo, and
Intercultural Dialogue Institute. CMW is
grateful for graciously inviting us to your
gatherings.

Community Iftars

Building 
Community



Financial Statements 
Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Operations

Year Ended December 31, 2023

Year Ended December 31, 2023

Assets

Revenue

Expenses

Programming

Current
Cash (Note9)
Term deposits (Notes 3 &9)
Grants and accounts receivable
HST recoverable

Grant revenue(Note 8)
Purchased services
Fundraising and sponsorships
Donations
Memberships
Canada Emergency Business Account (CEBA)loan forgiveness

Administration
Wages and benefits
Office and miscellaneous
Office rent
Professional fees

Wages and benefits
Subcontracts
Facilities rentand hospitality
Office and miscellaneous
Marketing

2023 $

2023 $

672,625
136,010
26,520
13,018

742,574
56,300
58,247
12,222
380

20,000

56,274
13,787
9,080
11,754

508,789
74,548
27,882
16,890
10,020

586,130
139,734
50,715
15,137

965,845
63,236
47,812
13,351
480

0

87,368
29,627
14,311
11,357

584,983
103,946
47,523
29,612
6,324

41,741
319,376
18,780

192,085
219,734

135,894
136,010

22,629
537,754
15,886

2022 $

2022 $

Liabilities Current

Net Assets

Net Total

Net Total

Net Total

Net Total

Net Total

Net Total

Accounts payableand accrued charges(Note 6)
Deferred grants(Note 5)
Deferred revenue- purchased services

Unrestricted
Internally restricted (Note9)

848,173

889,723

90,895

638,129

576,269

791,716

1,090,724

142,663

772,388

379,897

411,819
791,716

271,904
848,173

Statement of Financial Position Year Ended December 31, 2023

Fundraising
Facilities rentand hospitality
Wages and benefits
Subcontracts
Advertising

Excess of revenues over expenses

2023 $

24,586
8,577
3,000
475

31,753
6,391
863
475

2022 $

36,63839,482
954,533

136,191
765,662
124,061



Financial Statements 

83,491
82,961
53,114

46,094
18,735
13,464
13,349
8,168

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

206,600
119,384
106,300
82,000
71,000
50,000
40,000
22,500
9,306
9,302

0
0

0
87,521
35,148

0
22,542
39,930
46,559
35,217
4,592
35,696
56,000
38,760
37,500
29,192
20,000
20,000
15,162
13,935

217,100
154,997
100,000

0
10,000
46,501
99,946
37,500
8,595
19,302
66,581
56,000

Deferred grants

Total deferred grants

Grant revenue

Waterloo RegionCommunity Foundation
Region of Waterloo
Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
United Way, Waterloo RegionCommunities
Government of Canada, Department for Women and Gender Equality
Ontario Trillium Foundation (Resilient Communities)
The Canadian Women's Foundation
Community Foundations of Canada
City of Kitchener
Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation (Community Grant)
Canadian RaceRelations Foundation
Ontario Trillium Foundation (Project UP)
Canadian Red Cross
Government of Ontario, Ministry of the Solicitor General
Our PlaceFamily Resource andEarly Years Centre
Astley FamilyFoundation
Government of Ontario
Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation (RacialEquity)

Ontario Trillium Foundation
Region of Waterloo
Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
Waterloo RegionCommunity Foundation
United Way, Waterloo RegionCommunities
Government of Canada, Department for Women and Gender Equality
The Canadian Women's Foundation
Canadian Red Cross
Government of Canada, CanadaSummer Jobs
City of Kitchener
Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation
Canadian RacialRelations Foundation

319,376 537,754

Deferred contributions are restricted operating funds received in the current year applied to the next year. 

During the year, the organization received operating grants as follows:

Notes to the Financial Statements Year Ended December 31, 2023

Government of Ontario, Ministry of the Solicitor General
Government of Ontario
Government of Canada, Department of Canadian Heritage
Community Foundations of Canada
Our PlaceFamily Resource andEarly Years Centre
Astley FamilyFoundation
Inspirit Foundation
Kitchener-Conestoga Rotary

2023 $

55,000
40,000
37,106
35,217
20,000
20,000
10,000
7,000

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

(319,376)
537,754
33,790
(2,715)

(537,754)
220,143
19,340

0

2022 $

Less: deferred grants
Plus: prior year deferred grants
Plus: grants receivable
Less: grants repaid

716,392

965,845 742,574

1,040,845

Grant revenue

Net Total



Program Funders 



Partners and Collaborators
We could not deliver our crucial community services without
our partners and collaborators

Ace Shawarma & Burgers
Al Zahra Shia Association of Waterloo Region
Aunty’s Kitchen
Beth Jacob Synagogue & Jewish Community
Centre
Cambridge Self-Help Food Bank
Canadian Aweil Youth Association
Capacity Canada
Camino
City of Cambridge
City of Kitchener
City of Waterloo
Community Justice Initiatives
Conestoga College
Family & Children Services of the Waterloo
Region
Foodbank of Waterloo Region
Golden Triangle Sikh Association Gurudwara
Sahib Kitchener-Waterloo
House of Friendship
IDEA Exchange
Immigration Partnership Waterloo Region
Islamic Centre of Cambridge
Kitchener Public Library
Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural Centre
Mennonite Central Committee of Ontario
Muslim Association of Canada
Muslim Legal Support Centre
Muslim Resource Centre for Social Support &
Integration

Muslim Social Services
Muslim Women of Cambridge
National Council of Canadian Muslims
Nisa Homes
Region of Waterloo
Sakeenah Homes
Schneider Haus National Historic Site
Sexual Assault Support Centre of Waterloo Region
Shelter Movers
Somali-Canadian Association of Waterloo Region
The Village restaurant
Townline Muslim Centre
University of Waterloo
Waterloo Public Library
Waterloo Region Chinese Canadian Association
Waterloo Region Crime Prevention Council
Waterloo Region District School Board
Waterloo Region Jewish Community Council
(WRJCC
Waterloo Regional Police Service
Women Empowerment Society
YMCA of Three Rivers
YW Kitchener-Waterloo 
YWCA Cambridge



Kindred Radiant Ladies Night Fundraiser
A huge thank you to our sponsors and the amazing individuals and businesses for
their in-kind donations and sponsorships for Kindred Radiant Ladies Night, our annual
fundraiser gala.

Title sponsor: Kindred Credit Union

Muslim Women
Entrepreneur Package 
Grazing Daisy - Sanum Yousaf

Corporate Table Sponsors
City of Waterloo
Region of Waterloo
City of Kitchener
Camino Wellbeing + Mental Health 
Shahida Umar – RE/MAX

Dr. K. Ashraf Dentistry
Cohen Highley LLP Lawyers
Sheeba Kaladgi - Royal LePage
KW headshots

Oma Fresh Foods
Continental Driving school

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 
Gowling WLG 
Zabiha Halal
Boardwalk burgers
CFUW Kitchener - Waterloo
Heffner Lexus Toyota
Kitchener Rotary Club 
TEAO Wounds2Wings



Thank You To Our Sponsors ​



Thank youFundraising Success: Powered by Our Amazing Silent Auction
Partners.

Items Business Name

Silent Auction Donors

Turkish Lamps

An hour of Ice Time

Bakeware
First Aid CPR/AED Certificate
Chocolate Basket

Box of Brownies and Chocolate 

Dish Set, Spa Card & High Tea

Outdoor Mini Photo Session 

Gift Bag with accessories 

Various Gift Items
TEAO Certificate for Training

Annual Membership

Cigdem Uslu

City of Kitchener

Doha Amine - Oma Fresh Foods
Dr. Tahira Bilal

Esta Chocolates

Berry Expressions

Fauzia Mazhar

ImpacTales Media 

Mayor Jan Liggett, City of Cambridge

Mercedes-Benz Kitchener-Waterloo
TEAO- Trauma & Embodiment Association of Ontario 

THEMUSEUM 

Architectural Consultation

Chocolate Therapy Basket by Vincenzo’s

Small Tray of Nuggets & a Gallon Jug of Sweet Tea

Carole Boucher Architect

Chair Karen Redman

Chick- fil- A

Aqua Medical Spa+Physicians Treatment

Sarah ShafiqAytul Kuris Frame
Beauty Products , Adorable Kids Clothing

24 Charcuterie Cones

Uzma Bhutto 

Grazing Daisy by Sanum Yousaf



Thank you for all the support

We’re ever so grateful to our donors that gave to us in 2023. Everybody opened their
hearts to us and sent in funds throughout the year.

Lorraine Stillaway
Stephanie Scandrett 

Aisha Syed 
Alam Mohammad
Anne Wright-Gedcke
Ontario Inc

Aida Kamel
Alison Feuerwerker
Bareera Sial
Brenda Halloran 
Denise McGoldrick 
Ghazala Fauzia
Javed Shaikh
Karen Coviello
Katherine Rana

Lara Shantz
Majid Mirza
Margaret Neigh
Maryam Mazhar
Mehar Nayyar
Mifrah Abid
Norm Finkelberg
Paige Monck-Whipp
Rahmah Omar

Rebekah Rempel
Sandra Hanmer
Sarah Marsh
sarah shafiq
Sohel Khan
Susan Cadell
Syed Nayyar Asif
Tracy Elop
Uzma Bhutto
Vahid Fakih

$1000-1500

$500-$1000

$50-$500

Our Generous Donors

Anonymous
Artist.venus 
Aysegul Bagci Kapti
Cameron Dearlove
CanadaHelps

Dina Al-Yaseen
Howida Sayeed Ahmed
Jen Gordon
Pamela Johnson
Samantha Lamb

UP TO $50



Thank You

CoalitionofMuslimWomen-KW
www.cmw-kw.org

CMW_KW2010
cmw.kw
cmw-kw
cmw.info@cmw-kw.org


